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Du’a for Reading the Book

Read the following Du’a (supplication) before you study a
religious book or an Islamic lesson, you will remember

whatever you study, Jssi < Ui- Uz

rd
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O Allah Js:32! Open the door of knowledge and wisdom for us,
and have mercy on us! O the One Who is the Most Honourable
and Glorious!

(Al-Mustatraf, vol. 1, pp. 40)

Note: Recite Salat-‘Alan-Nabi @h once before and after the Du’a.

www.dawateislami.net



edly S O8S

Kafan ki Wapasi

RETURN OF
THE SHROUD

This booklet was written by Shaykh-e-Tariqat Amir-e-Ahl-e-
Sunnat, the founder of Dawat-e-Islami ‘Allamah Maulana
Abu Bilal Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi «))i s35655240
in Urdu. Majlis-e-Tarajim (the translation department) has
translated it into English. If you find any mistake in the
translation or composing, please inform the translation
department on the following postal or email address with the

intention of earning reward [Sawab].

Majlis-e-Tarajim (Dawat-e-Islami)

Aalami Madani Markaz, Faizan-e-Madinah, Mahallah Saudagran,
Purani Sabzi Mandi, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi, Pakistan

UAN: @ +92-21-111-25-26-92 — Ext. 1262

Email: (=] translation@dawateislami.net



Return of the Shroud
An English translation of ‘Kafan ki WapasT’

*

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
Copyright © 2015 Maktaba-tul-Madinah

No part of this publication may be reproduced, or transmitted, in any
form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or

otherwise, without the prior written permission of Maktaba-tul-Madinah.

1* Publication: Rajab-ul-Murajjab, 1436 AH — (April, 2015)
Publisher: Maktaba-tul-Madinah

Quantity: -

ISBN: -

SPONSORSHIP

Feel free to contact us if you wish to sponsor the printing of a religious

book or booklet for the Isal-e-Sawab of your deceased family members.

Maktaba-tul-Madinah
Aalami Madani Markaz, Faizan-e-Madinah Mahallah Saudagran,
Purani Sabzi Mandi, Bab-ul-Madinah, Karachi, Pakistan

= Email: maktabaglobal@dawateislami.net — maktaba@dawateislami.net
@ Phone: +92-21-34921389-93 — 34126999

Web: www.dawateislami.net



Transliteration Chart

Ala
Ala
B/b
P/p
T/t
T/
S/s
J/j
Ch
H/h
Kh/kh
D/d
D/d
Zlz
R/r

(O Co

G- e & +F %5 & @ & o

G & G

iii

R/¥
Zlz
X/x
S/s
Sh/sh
S/s
D/d
T
Zlz

Gh/gh
F/f
Q/q
K/k
G/g

0w 9

0de

ods |

Ala
U/u
I/i
U/a
I/



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Transliteration Chart........ccccocvereeneereernernerneneeneeeenenenneseesensenne iii
Return of the Shroud ............................. 1
Excellence of Salat-‘Alan-Nabi BEE e 1
It is Sunnah to recite this supplication in Rajab ..............cccoevo...e. 2
The month of Allah J5e ... 2
Various names of Rajab and their meanings ..........ceoeeveuveuneence 3
The three letters of <=5 [Rajab] .....cvveverernernerrerrecererererreeennens 3
The month for sowing the seeds of worship .........ccecovveevcrrcrnennee 4
Rajab is the name of a river in Paradise.........ccocovevereeerrernernernennes 6
A palace in Paradise..........coveeueuvineneieinininecieneeesseeeieseseeieene 6
Five blessed NIhts .......ccccuveeurecurecirecrrecirecnecnecreeceneesnesesnenennes 6
Five important Nights........cccooecveecurecneccinercinecrnecrnecnneerneennenennes 7

The fast of the first of Rajab is atonement for 3 years of sins....8

The blessings of fasting in Rajab in the ark of Nuh Sl <le ... 8
Excellence 0f 01 fast .......cocuveurerreerrernernernerneenenenenrereesenenensenens 9
The reward of 60 MoONths..........cccocueuiininiincinirircccceen. 10
The reward of 100 years of fasting.........c.cceeeuveereererreeerrerrerrennenn. 10
Excellence of removing a difficulty in Rajab........ccccceveureuneunce. 11
Excellence of 12 Nawafil during 27™ night of Rajab................. 11

iv



Table of Contents

The four months of sacredness............ccccvvuvcuvvininciicinininncinne. 11
A faith enlightening parable of respecting Rajab ...................... 13
Reward of two years of WOIShip......cccececuvevcurencurencrrencreincrrincrnenen 14
Enlightened mountain .........ccceccveeunecrnecrnecrnercrnecnecrnecnnenenn. 15
Kanday in the month of Rajab.......cccccoeevcuvncrncnnccncercnnee 16
On which date should the Kiinday of Rajab be prepared?.......18
The Sahabah would convey Sawab for seven days.................... 19
A companion donated a garden on behalf of his mother......... 19
FIXING @ daY oot nessesessenns 21
A LETTER FROM ‘ATTAR ..ucorervrrererrernererneresnesesnesennes 22

Three months of fasting ........ccecccveeerevcnevcnercnecnecrecrnennn. 23

Excellence of the first three fasts in Rajab.........ccocccvecunce. 24

1. Angels make Du’a for forgiveness.........ccococvecurecrnccurencn. 24

2. When do the bones of a fasting person glorify Allah j22..25

Occasion of Mi’raj-un-Nabi £25 ..............ooooveeesseesssnnenssrnnee 28

A Madani pearl for protecting the eyes.........coceeverrerrerrenncen. 29

Madand TEQUEST ..o 29
*e 0



B > . ,,,1‘5,‘,,,,u/‘~ %
A 320N g 8 NS 80BN 5 Gaadat &5 ady Jst
b

» R | P ", Le £,9%159 5 0 oat

Return of the Shroud

No matter how lazy satan makes you feel, read this booklet

completely. You will see the benefits for yourself.

Excellence of Salat-‘Alan-Nabi il

The Prophet of Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the
Owner of Jannah {4z Jsa 1= has stated, ‘Whoever writes
Salat upon me in a book, angels will continue to make Istighfar
(seek forgiveness) for him as long as my name remains in it
(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 1, pp. 497, Hadis 1835)

SEkdsain e dikiic

At the time of her death, a pious lady in the city of Basra made
a will to her son to shroud her in the clothes she used to wear
whilst worshipping in the holy month of Rajab. After her
demise, her son buried her, shrouding in a different piece of
cloth. When he returned home from the graveyard, he was
astonished to witness that the cloth in which he had shrouded
his mother was at home. After anxiously searching for the clothes
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Return of the Shroud

which she had instructed him to shroud her with, he found
that those clothes had disappeared from their place. Suddenly,
a voice was heard from the unknown, ‘Take back your shroud.
We have shrouded her (in the cloth which she had willed); we
do not leave the people who fast in Rajab to be stricken with
grief in their graves.” (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. 1, pp. 208)

May Allah Jss3 have mercy on them and may He forgive us
without holding us accountable for their sake!

rj@jﬁl\jyﬂiéﬁax};&i\ CSEME\% u&é“\

It is Sunnah to recite this supplication in Rajab

When the month of Rajab came, the Greatest and Holiest
Prophet -lssazade Jaii 1= used to recite this supplication:

Olar; WL 5 0GE § 55 3 el 3,5 2400
O Lord, bestow blessings upon us in Rajab and Sha’ban and make us
reach Ramadan.

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat, vol. 3 pp. 85, Hadis 3939)

The month of Allah J5=
The Revered and Renowned Prophet -{esasacke Jbl 1= said:

a5 5 a3 5 & Bk 5 Js d ik 2as
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Rajab is the month of Allah Jssi, Sha’ban is my month, and Ramadan
is the month of my Ummabh.

(Al-Firdaus bima S‘aur—ul—Kha[ldb, vol. 2, pp. 275, Hadis 3276)

Various names of Rajab and their meanings

In essence, the name of =, [Rajab] has been derived from the
word _2>5 [Tarjib], which means to pay respect. It is also known
as .2\ [Al-Asab], which means ‘fast flowing’, as the downpour
of mercy is increased upon those who repent in this month,
and those who worship in this month are showered with the
light of blessings. It is also called r"o\‘“ [Al-Asam], which means
‘the deaf” because, in this month, the sound of war and dispute
is not heard at all. (Mukashafa-tul-Quiib, pp. 301) This month is also
called .= &% (the month of stoning), because the devils are
stoned in it so that they cannot cause harm to the Muslims.
(Ghunya-tut-Talibin, vol. 1, pp. 319-320)

The three letters of ) [Rajab]

Dear Islamic brothers! Jssi « Ul o422, what can be said about
the wonderful virtues of the month of Rajab?! It is mentioned
in Mukashafa-tul-Quliib that our pious saints J5ali 2222 have
stated, ‘There are three letters in the word Rajab; , [Ra], z [Jim]
and o [Ba). The first letter , [Ra] stands for the Rahmah (Mercy)
of Allah Jss3, z [Jim] stands for Jurm (the crime) of the
person and © [Ba] stands for Birr (Kindness). In other words,

3



Return of the Shroud

Allah Jss3= says, ‘Place my servant’s crime between My Mercy
and My Kindness’. (Mukashafa-tul-Qulib, pp. 301)

‘Isyan say kabhi ham nay kanara na kiya
Per Ti nay dil azurdah hamara na kiya
Ham nay to Jahannam kt bahut kit tajwiz

Laykin Tayrt rahmat nay gawara na kiya

We have never parted away from sins,
But You did not afflict our heart with sorrow
We did everything for entry into the Fire,
But this was unacceptable to Your Mercy

The month for sowing the seeds of worship
Shaykh Sayyiduna ‘Allamah Saffari <= Jtsali &% has stated,
‘Rajab is the month for sowing the seeds, Sha’ban is the month
for watering, and Ramadan is the month for harvesting the
crop. Therefore, if someone does not sow the seeds of worship
in Rajab and does not water them with tears in Sha’ban, then
how will he be able to harvest mercy in Ramadan?” The Shaykh
«leJE2#7 has further added, ‘Rajab purifies the body, Sha’ban
purifies the heart and Ramadan purifies the soul.’
(Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. 1, pp. 209)

www.dawateislami.net



Return of the Shroud

Dear Islamic brothers! Affiliate yourself with the Madani
environment of Dawat-e-Islami to develop the mindset of
performing voluntary fasts and other acts of worship in the
month of Rajab-ul-Murajjab. Travel in the Madani Qafilahs in
order to learn the Sunnah and take part in the Ijtima’1 I'tikaf
(collective I'tikaf) organized by Dawat-e-Islami in Ramadan-ul-
Mubarak. Jss 4Tz, a Madani revolution will take place in
your life. Now I will present to you the account of a Madani
transformation for your inspiration: An Islamic brother of
Fatehpur Kamal (district Rahim Yar Khan, Punjab, Pakistan)
narrates, ‘Before becoming attached to the Madani environment,
I did offer my Salah punctually, but despite this I habitually
committed various sins, such as listening to songs, watching
movies and dramas, playing cards, etc. On the way to college, I
always used to leave my bicycle in the shop of an Islamic brother.

One day in Rajab-ul-Murajjab, when I went to place my bicycle in
the shop like usual, the Islamic brother invited me to the Ijtima’
of Zikr-o-Na’at on the occasion of Shab-e-Mi'r3j (the Night of
Ascension). After building up the courage to attend, on that
night I left my village (which was some distance away) for the
Ijtima’ of Zikr-o-Na’at and stayed there for the whole night.

I felt great peace in the Ijtima’ of Zikr-o-Na’at and for that reason,
I started attending the weekly Ijtima’ regularly. Meanwhile, the
blessed month of Ramadan-ul-Mubarak had begun. The
Islamic brothers had persuaded me, through their individual

5
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efforts, to perform I'tikaf during the ten days of Ramadan. I
learnt a great amount during the I'tikaf and Jss5 < 152231 I began
to have hatred for sins. During the I'tikaf, I adorned my face
with the blessed beard and crowned my head with the Tmamah.

At the time of writing, I am responsible for Madani In’amat at
division level. May Allah Jss3 grant me steadfastness in the
Madani environment!

Rajab is the name of a river in Paradise

Sayyiduna Anas Bin Malik = Jwali 2 has narrated that the
Beloved and Blessed Rasiil -fxs als 4z Js52400 1= has stated, ‘In
Paradise, there is a river called Rajab, whose water is whiter
than milk and sweeter than honey. Whoever performs one fast
of Rajab, Allah Jss3= will make him drink from the water of
this river.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp- 367, Hadis 3800)

A palace in Paradise

A Tabi’l saint, Sayyiduna Aba Qilabah = J& b o2 has stated,
‘There is a palace in Paradise for those who fast in Rajab.’

(Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 368, Hadis 3802)

Five blessed nights

Sayyiduna Abt Umamah 2@z has narrated that the Beloved
and Blessed Prophet -tcsaisak Jah 1= has said, “There are five

6
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nights in which Du’a [supplication] is not rejected: (1) the first
night of Rajab, (2) the 15™ night of Sha’ban (Shab-e-Bara'at),
(3) the night between Thursday and Friday, (4) the night of
Eid-ul-Fitr, and (5) the night of Eid-ul-Adha (the 10" of Zul-
Hijja-til-Haram).’

(Tarikh Damishq li-Ibn ‘Asakir, vol. 10, pp. 408)

Five important nights

Sayyiduna Khalid Bin Ma’dan «&J a2+ has stated, “There are
5 such nights in a year, that whoever, whilst affirming them,
spends them in worship with the intention of gaining reward,
Allah Js=3= will make him enter Paradise:

1. the first night of Rajab; i.e. worship during this night and
fast during the day.

2. the 15" night of Sha’ban (i.e. Shab-e-Bara'at); i.e. worship
during this night and fast during the day.

3-4. the night of Eid-ul-Fitr & the night of Eid-ul-Adha (the
night between the 9" and 10" Zul-Hijja-til-Haram); worship
during these nights but do not fast during the days (as it is
impermissible to fast on the days of Eid).

5. the night of ‘Ashara (10" night of Muharram); worship
during the night and fast during the day. (Al-Badr-ul-Munir
li Ibn-il-Mulagqin, vol. 5, pp. 40; Ghunya-tut-Talibin, vol. 1, pp. 327)

7
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The fast of the first of Rajab is atonement for 3
years of sins

The Noblest Prophet Jezalsate Jail 1= has said, “The fast of the
first day of Rajab is atonement for three years, the fast of the
second day is atonement for two years, the fast of the third day
is atonement for one year and then the fast of each remaining
day is atonement for one month.’ (Al-Jami’-us-Saghir lis-Suyrr,
pp. 311, Hadis 5051; Fadail Shahr-e-Rajab lil-Khallal, pp. 64)

Here, what is meant by ‘atonement for sins’ is that these fasts
are the means of minor sins being forgiven.

The blessings of fasting in Rajab in the ark of Nuh -5 412

Sayyiduna Anas = J& a2 has reported that the Prophet of
Rahmah, the Intercessor of Ummah, the Owner of Jannah
Wlas adls ade s aln d= said, ‘Whoever performs one fast in the
month of Rajab; it will be like the fasting of one year. Whoever
performs seven fasts, the seven doors of Hell will be closed for
him; whoever performs eight fasts, the eight doors of Heaven
will be opened for him; whoever performs ten fasts, Allah Jss3=
will grant him whatever he asks for; and whoever performs
fifteen fasts, a caller announces, “‘Your previous sins have been
forgiven; so start deeds afresh as your evil deeds have been replaced
by good deeds; and whoever does more, may Allah Jss5< grant
him more. Sayyiduna Nah ~32:8 81w stepped onto his
Ark in Rajab; he himself fasted and ordered his companions to

8
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fast too. His Ark travelled for six months until the 10" of
Muharram-ul-Haram.” (Shu’ab-ul-Tman, vol. 3, pp. 368, Hadis 3801)

LAkl e dikgls

Excellence of one fast

Sayyiduna ‘Abdul Haq Muhaddi§ Dihlvi .2 <l &2sc 22 has
narrated the following Hadi§ of our Beloved and Blessed
Prophet Lssalsadedisail de, ‘Rajab is a month among the months
of Hurmah (sacredness) and its days are inscribed on the door
of the sixth sky. If a person fasts for one day in Rajab and
completes it with piety, then that door and that day (in which
he fasted) will seek forgiveness for him from Allah Jss3= and
will say, ‘Ya Allah Jss3<, forgive this servant!” If the person fasts
without observing piety, that door and that day will not seek
forgiveness for him and they will say to him, “Your Nafs has
betrayed you.’ (Masabata bis-Sunnah, pp. 234; Fadail S/m/%r—e—Rajab lil-
Khallal, pp. 56)

Dear Islamic brothers! We have learnt that remaining hungry
and thirsty is not the sole purpose of observing fast; rather it is
important that we prevent every part of our body from sins. If
one continues to commit sins despite fasting, then he is severely
deprived.
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The reward of 60 months
Sayyiduna Abi Hurayrah «: Jati o2 has stated, “‘Whosoever
fasts on the 27% of Rajab, Allah Js=3= will record the reward of
60 months of fasting for him.’

(Fadail Shahr-e-Rajab lil-Khallal, pp. 76)

S2kdsan i Akl

The reward of 100 years of fasting

How amazing is the greatness of the 27 of Rajab?! It was on
this date that the Beloved Prophet -lsasaie il l= was granted
the incredible miracle of Mi’raj (the Night Ascension).
(Sharh-uz-Zargant ‘ala Mawahib-ul-Ladunniyah, vol. 8, pp. 18)

Subsequently, there is great virtue in the fast of the 27" of
Rajab. Sayyiduna Salman Farsi 4z Jieiic2- has narrated that the
Noble Prophet -l 1= said, “There is a day and a night
in the month of Rajab that if a person fasts during that day and
stands (for worship) during that night, it is as if he has fasted
for one hundred years and worshipped at night for one hundred
years; and this is the 27™ of Rajab.’

(Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 374, Hadis 3811)

wdledwanls ikl
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Excellence of removing a difficulty in Rajab

Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn Zubayr = J 2l e2 has reported,
‘Whoever removes the difficulty of any Muslim in the month of
Rajab, Allah Jss3= will grant him a palace in Paradise which will
be as vast as the limit of one’s vision. Honour Rajab, Allah Jss3=
will honour you with a thousand nobilities.” (Ghunya-tur-Talibin,
vol. 1, pp. 324; Mu’jam-us-Safar lis-Salaft, pp. 419, Hadis 1421)

Excellence of 12 Nawafil during 27" night of Rajab

There is a night in Rajab in which the one doing a good deed is
granted the reward of good deeds of 100 years and that night is
the 27" of Rajab. Whoever offers 12 Rak’at in this night
reciting Sirah Al-Fatihah followed by any other Siirah in each
Rak’at, and sitting for Attahiyyat after every two Rak’at,
and then after performing Salam after 12 Rak’at, invokes:
et by Y A Yy v axdiy & g, Istighfar, and Salat-
‘Alan-Nabi one hundred times each, and then performs Du’a
for any matter of this world or the Hereafter and then fasts the
next day, Allah Jss3= will accept all his supplications except
those that were for sin.’ (Shu’ab-ul-Iman, vol. 3, pp. 374, Hadis 3812)

The four months of sacredness

Dear Islamic brothers! There are four months which have special
Hurmah (sacredness) in the court of Allah Jss3=. Allah Jss3=
has said in Stirah At-Taubah:

11
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Indeed the number of months with Allah is twelve in the Book of
Allah, since the day He created the Heavens and the earth, of which
four are sacred; this is the right religion; so do not wrong yourselves in
those months and at all times fight against the polytheists as they
always fight against you and know well that Allah is with the pious ones.

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 10, Sirah At-Taubah, verse 36 )

Commenting on the aforementioned verse, Sayyiduna Shaykh
Na'imuddin Muradabadi Gl <l &2:; «= has stated in
Khazain-ul-Trfan, ‘From the four months of Hurmabh, three are
consecutive months i.e. Zul-Qa’dah, Zul-Hijjah, Muharram,
and the fourth one is the month of Rajab. Even in the times of
ignorance, the Arabs considered war to be Haram in these
months. In Islam, the Hurmah and sanctity of these months
has been further emphasized.” (Khazain-ul-‘Irfan, pp. 362)

Dear Islamic brothers! In the aforementioned blessed verse,
the lunar months (i.e. the 12 months of the Hijri year) are

12
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mentioned, and the calculation of these months is based on the
moon. Many rulings of Islamic law are based upon the lunar
months, for example, the fasts of Ramadan, rulings of Zakah,
and the rites of Hajj. Furthermore, Islamic holy days such as
Eid-e-Milad-un-Nabi -Lsasak s le, Eid-ul-Fitr, Eid-ul-Adha,
Shab-e-Mi’raj, Shab-e-Bara'at, Giyérhwin Sharif, the ‘Urs of saints
of Islam, etc. are all celebrated according to the lunar calendar.

Sadly, nowadays, just as Muslims are drifting far away from
countless Sunnahs, they are also unaware of the Islamic calendar.
If the question ‘What is the Islamic date, month and year today?
was asked to a gathering of one thousand Muslims, probably
only one hundred would be able to give a correct reply.
Remember that it is obligatory to consider the lunar months in
many matters such as the obligation of Zakah, etc.

A faith enlightening parable of respecting Rajab

During the time of Sayyiduna ‘Tsa -3¢ aiatess e there was
a man who had fallen in love with a woman for quite some time.
One day he managed to take hold of her, when he realised from
the gathering of the people that they were sighting the moon.
He asked the woman, “Which month’s crescent are the people
looking at?” She replied, “The month of Rajab.” Although that
person was a Kafir [non-believer], upon hearing the sacred
name of Rajab, he immediately moved away from the woman
out of respect and refrained from committing that shameful act.

13
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Sayyiduna ‘Tsa 32880 «lests 0= was commanded by Allah Jss3=
to visit that person. Sayyiduna ‘Tsa -3uis8.La)ales s 4e went to
visit that person and informed him of the commandment of
Allah Js=5 and the reason for his visit. Upon hearing this, that
person’s heart became enlightened with the Nur (light) of Islam
and he embraced Islam immediately. (Anis-ul-Wa'izin, pp. 177)

S2kdsan i Akl

Dear Islamic brothers! Did you see the blessings of Rajab?
When an unbeliever can be blessed with the treasure of Iman
due to respecting Rajab, then who knows what incredible
rewards would be given to the Muslim who respects Rajab. The
Holy Quran prohibits people from oppressing their own souls
in the months of Hurmah.

Commenting on the verse 25251 4233245555 (so do not wrong
yourselves in those months) it is stated in Nar-ul-Trfan, ‘Abstain
from sins especially in these four months.” (Nir-ul-Irfan, pp. 306)

Reward of two years of worship

Sayyiduna Anas = JGeii#7 has reported that the Noble Prophet
Lesalsae dEa 1o said, “Whoever fasts for three days (Thursday,
Friday and Saturday) in the months of Hurmah, the reward of
two years of worship will be recorded for him.’

(Al-Mu’jam-ul-Awsat lit-Tabarani, vol. 1, pp. 485, Hadis 1789)

14
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Dear Islamic brothers! The months of Hurmah mentioned in
the aforementioned Hadi$ are these very four i.e. Zul-Qa’dah,
Zul-Hijjah, Muharram, and Rajab. If you fast for the specified
three days in any of these four months, Jssi < Li-Tz ¢l you will
gain the reward of worship of two years.

Tayray karam say ay Karim Mujhay kaun st shay mili nahin

Jhauli ht mayrT tang hay Taray yahan kamit nahin

Due to Your Generosity O Generous One,
What thing is it that I haven'’t got!
It is my capacity that is limited,
There is no limit in your blessed court!

Enlightened mountain

Once, Sayyiduna ‘Tsa «320s8l3)wlesti 5= passed by an enlightened
mountain, and he 322 requested in the court of Allah Js=3=,
‘Ya Allah Jss32! Grant this mountain the ability to speak.” The
mountain then spoke, ‘O Rahullah (3280201565 42)! What
do you want?” The Prophet 3:ii«ie replied, ‘Tell me about
your state.” The mountain said, ‘A person lives inside me.’
Sayyiduna ‘Tsa ~3euis £.481 adles i U= requested in the court of
Allah Jss32, “Ya Allah Jss32! Make him apparent to me.’

All of a sudden, the mountain split up and a saint with a face
shining like the moon emerged from it. The man said, T am
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follower of Sayyiduna Miisa (-3eisélalaclessde). I made Du'a
to Allah Jss3¢ to keep me alive until the advent of the Last
Prophet Muhammad -Iss s« Js et d=, so that I can gain the
honour of seeing him and so I can attain the privilege of being
his Ummati. Jssi <0022, T have been worshipping Allah Jss%
in this mountain for 600 years.’

Sayyiduna ‘Tsa 32z §.L3) adles 3 4= requested in the court of
Allah Jss32, “Ya Allah Jss32! Is there anyone more honourable
to You on this earth than this servant of Yours? Allah Jssic
replied, ‘O Tsa (~3es £120 «les s 12)! Whoever from the
Ummah of Muhammad (L4l @ebi 12) fasts for a single day
in the month of Rajab, he is more honourable to me than this
person.’ (Nuzha-tul-Majalis, vol. 1, pp. 208)

May Allah Jss3 have mercy on them and may He forgive us
without holding accountable for their sake!

L)&\JQ&AG@\VML;;}?\ C;-:'M E\% L};}‘\
Skl o Akl

Kuanday in the month of Rajab

Sadr-ush-Shari’ah, Badr-ut-Tariqah, ‘Allimah Maulana Mufti
Muhammad Amjad ‘Ali A’zami s adndazsaie states, ‘During
the month of Rajab in some places, Muslims cook a certain

16



Return of the Shroud

type of food and serve it in trays (‘Kinday’) to convey Sawab to
Sayyiduna Imam Ja'far Sadiq «= b 22, This is permissible,
but some people place a restriction that the food must be eaten
in a certain place, and this restriction is improper. There is a
book regarding ‘Kanday’ called Dastan-e-‘Ajib, which is read
out on this occasion. There is no proof for that which is written
in that book, so it should not be read; rather offer Fatihah and
convey Sawab.’ (Bahar-e-SharT’at, vol. 3 pp. 643)

Similarly, ‘the story of 10 ladies’, ‘the story of a wood-cutter’,
and ‘the story of Janab-e-Sayyidah’ are baseless and fabricated,
so avoid reading these stories. Instead, recite Surah Yasin as
you will gain the Sawab of reciting the Holy Quran ten times.

Remember that it is not necessary that the food be eaten or
served only in ‘Kianday’ (trays); rather, it may be eaten or
served in any other utensil. Isal-e-Sawab (conveying reward) is
proven from the Holy Quran and Hadis. Isal-e-Sawab may be
performed by means of supplications and also by offering
Fatihah on cooked food. The Niyaz of Kiinday is also a form of
Isal-e-Sawab, and declaring it impermissible is a false
accusation against the SharT’ah (sacred law). The people who
declare it impermissible should take a warning from the order
of Allah Jss% which is stated in the Holy Quran, part 7, Sirah
Al-Maidah:
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O believers! Do not make unlawful the pure things, which Allah has
made lawful for you, and do not trespass the limits (of Allah); indeed
Allah dislikes the transgressors.

[Kanz-ul-Iman (Translation of Quran)] (Part 7, Siirah Al-Maidah, verse 87)

On which date should the Kanday of Rajab be
prepared?

The Niyaz of Kinday can be performed at any time throughout
the whole month of Rajab, in fact at any time of the whole year,
whenever one wants. However, it is appropriate to perform
Niyaz of Kunday on 15" of Rajab because this is the day of the
‘Urs of Imam Ja'far Sadiq = deil 27, as it is stated in Fatawa
Faqih-e-Millat, volume 2, page 265: Perform the Niyaz for the
Isal-e-Sawab of Imam Ja’far Sadiq = J&aii 22 on 15" of Rajab
as he azJiai 2 passed away on the 15

It is stated on page 59 of Sharh-e-Shajarah Qadiriyyah
(published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah), ‘A cruel and heartless
person poisoned Imam Ja'far Sadiq «= J&abi 22 on 15™ Rajab,
148 Hijri, when he &= J&:bi o2 was 68 years old which was the
cause of his martyrdom. The blessed shrine of Imam Ja’far
xe J& il o7 is situated in graveyard of Jannat-ul-Baqi’ (in
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Madina-tul-Munawwarah) next to the shrine of his father
Sayyiduna Imam Muhammad Baqir &= J&abice,

May Allah Jss3¢ have mercy upon them and forgive us without
accountability for their sake!

PP P P e < T T
o i e deS d de LN CS."‘M o2 nal

The Sahabah would convey Sawab for seven days

Shaykh ‘Allimah Jalaluddin Suyati Shafi’1 .3 <l 42ss <c has
reported that the Sahabah .z Jwaliz2- would feed others on
behalf of deceased Muslims for up to seven days.

(Al-Hawr lil-Fatawa lis-Suyiiti, vol. 2, pp. 223)

Doing Isal-e-Sawab by feeding food is the Sunnah of the
Sahabah and in the Kinday of Rajab it is also food that is
served for Isal-e-Sawab.

A companion donated a garden on behalf of his mother

It is stated in Sahih Bukhdari, ‘When the mother of Sayyiduna
Sa’d Bin ‘Ubadah passed away, he = Jis ali w20 presented
himself in the court of the Beloved Prophet -lus s« J& 2l J=
and inquired, ‘My mother has passed away in my absence. If I
donate something to charity on her behalf, will it benefit her?’
The Noble Prophet -l «is «e 6 il 1= replied, “Yes.” The
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companion =&l 2 said, “Then, I make you a witness that I
donate my garden to charity on her behalf.’
(Sahih Bukhart, vol. 2, pp. 241, Hadis 2762)

Hence, it is evident that as well as conveying Sawab by feeding
people food, donating a garden, i.e. donating wealth, is
permissible, and in essence, the practice of ‘Kanday’ is also
included in this monetary form of Isal-e-Sawab.

My master A’la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Raza Khan <3 &7 «le
has stated, ‘Cooking food and donating it as charity on behalf
of deceased Muslims is undoubtedly permissible and commendable,
and doing Fatihah on such meals for the purpose of conveying
Sawab is a second commendable act. Combining the two
(good) things is nothing but an increase in the goodness.

(Fatawa Razawiyyah — referenced, vol. 9, pp. 595)

It is a virtuous act for every Muslim to convey the Sawab of every
righteous deed that he does to all preceding and succeeding,
dead and alive, male and female believers (i.e. from Sayyiduna
Adam 32005 8120 wo1es 3 = until the Day of Judgment). The
Sawab will reach them all and the one conveying the Sawab will
be rewarded with the Sawab equivalent to all of them.

(Fatawa Razawi_\'yaﬁ — referenced, vol. 9, pp. 617)

The act of conveying the Sawab should be done with good
intentions rather than to show off or for the sake of earning a
wage; otherwise neither will there be any Sawab nor any
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conveying of Sawab i.e. when Sawab is not gained then how

can it be conveyed? (Bahar-e Shari’at, vol. 1, pp. 1201, vol. 3 pp. 643)

Fixing a day

Evil whisper: Why have certain days, such as the 3" and 40™
day after death, the 11™ of Rab1’-ul-Ghaus, the 12 of Rabi’-un-
Nir, the Kanday of Rajab etc. been fixed for Isal-e-Sawab?

Answer to the evil whisper: There is no specific time or

duration restriction for Isal-e-Sawab in the SharT’ah, nor there

is any harm in fixing the time for conveying Sawab. There are

two types of fixing a time for something:

1.

Shar’i: Where SharT’ah has specified the time for doing
something such as animal sacrifice, Hajj, etc.

‘Urfi (customary): Where Shari’ah has not specified the
time but people fix a time for their own ease and the ease
of others, and so that it is easier to be reminded, or for
some other benefit. For example, in these times, the fixing
of time for congregational Salah in the Masajid is customary
whereas in previous times, there was no such fixing of
time. Congregational Salah was offered whenever people
would gather. In fact, the Blessed Prophet Ssabaklwad le
himself fixed a time for several things and similarly, the
practice of fixing a time can be seen in the lives of the
companions -z &sbl2 and the saints of Islam <Sle)alizs=,
for example:
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ii.

ii.

The Holy Prophet -l«is«de Jsati 1= specified the time of
visiting the graves of the martyrs of Uhud every year.

The Beloved Prophet -Lalsad et e used to visit Masjid-e-
Quba on Saturdays.

The morning and evening time was fixed for religious
discussions with Sayyiduna Siddiq-e-Akbar «=daiicze.

iv. Sayyiduna ‘Abdullih Bin Mas'ad = J& = o2 fixed
Thursday for delivering speeches and reminders.
v.  The scholars of Islam fixed Wednesday for beginning new
lessons.
(Fatawa Razawiyyah Mukharrajah, vol. 9, pp. 585-586)
A LETTER FROM ‘ATTAR

S

Having circled around the Holy Ka’bah, having kissed the

blessed Green Dome, enriched with the blessings of those who

fast in Rajab, Sha’ban and Ramadan, Salam from Sag-e-Madinah

Muhammad Ilyas Attar Qadiri Razavi to all Islamic brothers,

Islamic sisters, teachers and students of Madrasa-tul-Madinah

and Jam{i’a-tul-Madinah:
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G855 A &5 5 ci=dle L
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Ho na ho aj kuch mayra zikr Huziir mayn huwa

Warnah mayrT taraf khushi daykfz kay muskurayt kyin

Whatever the case, I was definitely mentioned in the
blessed court today,
Otherwise why would happiness itself have turned to
me and smiled!

(Hadaiq-e-Bakhshish, pp. 97)

Jssizalssasdil The days of happiness are coming once again. The
month of Rajab-ul-Murajjab is about to start. The seed of worship
is sowed in this month, watered with the tears of repentance in
Sha’ban-ul-Mu’azzam and the harvest of mercy is gathered in
the month of Ramadan-ul-Mubarak.

Three months of fasting

O those who value Rajab-ul-Murajjab! If studying, teaching, or
earning Halal are not affected, your parents do not prevent you,
and nobody’s rights are violated, get ready as soon as possible
to keep as many voluntary fasts along with the obligatory fasts
of Ramadan. Apply Qufl-e-Madinah by eating less at the time
of Sahari and Iftar. May the blossoms of fasting appear in every
home and in all my Jami’at-ul-Madinah and Madaris-ul-

23



Return of the Shroud

Madinah! So begin fasting from the very first day of Rajab-ul-
Murajjab.

Excellence of the first three fasts in Rajab

How great is the excellence of fasting on the first three days of
Rajab-ul-Murajjab?! Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas G Jesalics
has narrated that the Noble Prophet -lsasade Js:b1 = has said,
“The fast of the first day of Rajab is atonement for three years,
the fast of the second day is atonement for two years, the fast of
the third day is atonement for one year and then the fast of
each remaining day is atonement for one month.” (Al-Jami’-us-
Saghir lis-Suyiti, pp. 311, Hadis 5051; Fadail Slicz/%r—e—Rc;/czl) lil-Khallal,
pp. 64)

Mayn gunahgar gunahaun kay siwa kya lata

Naykiyan hoti flayn Sarkar nikokar kay pas

Me, a sinner, what would I bring other than sins!
O Master! Good deeds are found with the pious and righteous

L2 edsan i Akl

The virtues of Nafli (voluntary) fasts are incredible. Here are
two Ahadis with regards to this:

1. Angels make Du’a for forgiveness

Sayyidatuna Umm-e-‘Ummarah G« e o2 has reported, ‘The
Beloved and Blessed Prophet -lssalsade izl 1= visited my home
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and I served some food in the blessed court of the Holy Prophet
s s e Jw el Jo, He olas s e J el 1= said to me, “You eat
too.” I replied that I am fasting. The Prophet of Rahmah
Les sk Jw il = said, ‘As long as food is eaten in front of a
fasting person, the angels continue to supplicate for his
forgiveness.’ (Sunan-ut-Tirmizi, vol. 2, pp. 205, Hadis 785)

2. When do the bones of a fasting person glorify
Allah J5=?

Once Sayyiduna Bilal &= Jaie2: came into the blessed court of
the Beloved Prophet -4l disati 1= when the Holy Prophet
ooz s o U@ sl J= was having breakfast. The Noble Prophet
Jesalsate S5 e said, ‘O Bilall Have breakfast.’ Sayyiduna Bilal
22 )65 b o2 said, Ya Rasalallah (e s e 05 el 32)1 T am
fasting.” The Holy Prophet oIz« Jis ) e replied, “We are
eating our sustenance while Bilal’s sustenance is increasing in
Paradise. O Bilal! Are you aware that as long as food is eaten in
front of a person who is fasting, his bones continue to glorify
Allah Jss3¢ and the angels supplicate for him.’

(Shu’abul Iman, vol. 3, pp. 297, Hadis 3586)

The renowned commentator of the Holy Quran, Mufti Ahmad
Yar Khan o&0\é=s020c has stated, ‘It is evident from this that if a
guest arrives whilst you are eating, asking him to eat is a
Sunnah. However, this offer should be from the heart and not
due to fake humbleness.
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The guest should not tell a lie saying that he has no desire to
eat. Instead, if the guest sees that there is less food or if he does

not feel the desire to eat, then he should say 4l 355 (May

Allah Jss3= grant you blessings). It has also been revealed that
one need not conceal his good deeds from the Beloved Prophet
lesallsa J&ab Je, rather these should be made apparent so that
the Noble Prophet -luazat e 1= may bear witness for these
deeds. This revelation does not fall in the category of showing
oft.” The explanation of that which was said after being informed
of Sayyiduna Bilal’s fasting is as follows, ‘We are eating our
sustenance of today here, whereas Sayyiduna Bilal = dsalie2
will be given sustenance to eat in exchange for this in Paradise,
and that reward will be better in quality and more in quantity.
This Hadi$ is upon its apparent meaning. Every bone and every
joint and even every vein of the body of the fasting person
glorifies Allah Jss3< at that time in actual fact, of which that
person is unaware, but the Beloved and Blessed Prophet
lasalsae dwsail 3= hears it. (Mirat vol. 3, pp. 202)

Even if you have studied them before, re-read both the following
booklets: (1) Return of the Shroud with the Blessings of Rajab-ul-
Murajjab and (2) the Month of My Prophet -tz asade (& el Jo,
Also, go through the chapter Blessings of Ramadan from
Faizan-e-Sunnat every year in the month of Sha’ban-ul-
Mu’azzam. If possible, distribute 127 or 27 booklets with the
connection of Eid-e-Mi’raj-un-Nabi Sasallsadte Jssal le (which
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falls on the 27" of Rajab), or distribute Blessings of Ramadan
according to your capacity to earn immense Sawab.

I request all Islamic brothers in general, and more specifically I
request the teachers, Nazimin, and students of Jami'at-ul-
Madinah and Madaris-ul-Madinah (whilst I am alive and after
my passing) to please take an active part in collecting Zakah,
Fitrah, skins of sacrificed animals and collecting other Madani
donations. (Islamic sisters should encourage other Islamic
sisters and their Maharim to donate). I swear by Allah Jss32! I
teel very happy when I hear of those teachers and students who
sacrifice their wish to go back to their village or city, and
instead spend the holy month of Ramadan-ul-Mubarak in the
Jami’ah fulfilling the responsibilities of collecting donations in
accordance with the guidelines of the Majlis. However, my
heart weeps due to those teachers and students who, without
any valid excuse, show a lack of interest just due to negligence
or laziness.

Special Madani pearl: It is Fard for those Islamic brothers or
sisters who want to collect donations to learn the necessary
Islamic rulings of donations. Even if you have read it before, I
emphasise that you must read the book ‘Chanday kay baray
mayn Suwal Jawab (Questions and Answers about Donations)’
consisting of 96 pages, published by Maktaba-tul-Madinah, the
publishing department of Dawat-e-Islami.
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Ya Allah Js=3! Those devotees of Rasal who bring happiness to
my heart by making efforts to collect donations in Ramadan-
ul-Mubarak and to collect the skins of sacrificed animals on
Eid-ul-Adha, You (Js:3¢) remain happy with them forever and
for their sake, be pleased with me forever!

Those Islamic brothers and sisters (when there is no valid
exemption) who fast for three months every year, and read or
listen to the books ‘Return of the Shroud’ in Jumadal Ukhra,
‘the Month of My Prophet in Rajab-ul-Murajjab and ‘Blessings
of Ramadan’ (completely) in Sha’ban-ul-Mu’azzam, O Allah Js=3!
Bestow Your blessings upon them and upon me in this worldly
life as well as in the afterlife, forgive us without any
accountability, and keep us together in the neighbourhood of
Your Beloved Prophet -lssalsade J&ebl 1= in Paradise.

@Jﬁ\/ﬂj&iaﬁ\\)ww’f’g\ C;-:'M E\;: L};}‘\
dledwan e diFgls

. o3 s - A
Occasion of Mi’raj-un-Nabi £2:

All Islamic brothers should take part from beginning to end in
the Ijtima’ e Zikr-o-Na’at organized by Dawat-e-Islami on the
27" Rajab-ul-Murajjab to celebrate the occasion of Mi’raj-un-
Nabi e als e Js520 1=, In addition, fast on the 27% Rajab-ul-
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Murajjab and become deserving of the reward of sixty months
of fasting.

Rajab ki baharaun ka sadaqaﬁ bana day
Hamayn ‘ashig-e-Mustafa Ya llaht Jsss=

For the sake of blessings of Rajab
Make us the true devotee of Rastil, Ya Rab Jss3

A Madani pearl for protecting the eyes

After the five daily Salah, place your right hand on your
forehead and recite 535 eleven times in a single breath. Then
blow on all fingers of both hands and wipe the fingers over the
eyes. Jssiz JTa ¢, this will protect you from blindness,
weakness of the eyesight and all eye related diseases. By the
mercy of Allah Jss3<, blindness may also be cured.

Madani request

Please read out this letter every year on the last Thursday of
Jumadal Ukhra in the weekly Sunnah-Inspiring Ijtima/Jami’a-
tul-Madinah/Madrasa-tul-Madinah. (Islamic sisters may make
amendments necessarily.)
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The Blossoming of Sunnah

B}' the Grace of Allih i Sunnahs of the Holy Prophet

are extensively bearnt and taught in the
congenial Madani Environment of Dawat-e-lslami, a global
non-political movement for the propagation of Curan and
Sunnah.

[t is a Madani request to spend the whole night in the weekly
Sunnah I!mpirlng Ijtimk’ -;nmm:m:inﬁ_ after $lht-u|-"ﬂl“_hl‘“‘l
every Thursday in your city. (In Bib-ul-Madinah | Karachi], the
[jtima' is held at Faizin-e-Madinah, Maballah Saudagran, Old
Sabzl Mandi), Habitualize }'nurz;e]l' o @ purh:tu.:'l travel in the

Madani Qafilah with the devotees of the Holy Prophet in order
to learn the Sunmah and 6ill owt the Madani In'amit booklet
daily practicing Fikr-c-Madinah {Madani Contemplation) and
submit it to the Zimmaddr (relevant representative of Dawat-¢-

[slami} of your locality. By the blessing of this, ==

you will develop a mindset and a yeaming to protect your faith,
adopt the Sunnahs and be averse to sins.

Every Islamic brother should develop the Madani Mindset that
*1 must sirive to reflorm myvsell and |'-._'.||'-|.'.|I the entire worlad

In order to reform oursebres, we must act upon the Madani
[n"amit and 1o reform people of the entire world we muast travel
in the Madani Qafilah  1os L

A
Ah -
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Mz Bt -t -Mladina
Alaml Madoni Barkar, Folran-o- W wihy, Mahallah S il
Oid Babri Mandi, Bob-ul- Moderah, Eors Faluizinn
L) +52-21-2492 1989 bo 93, 4126 Fan 2:-21-3412
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